FOCUS Bible Study - July 05

VIEW RECORDING - 93 mins (No highlights)
Meeting Purpose
To explore the concept of spiritual freedom through an in-depth Bible study on John 8:31-36 and related scriptures.
Key Takeaways
· True freedom comes through spiritual maturity and intimacy with Jesus
· Our words/speech are a key "gate" that can entrap or free us spiritually
· Inviting Jesus to "fill our house" (our being) is essential for maintaining freedom from sin
· The Holy Spirit's indwelling provides power to overcome sin and live in freedom
Topics
Freedom Through Christ
· John 8:31-36 establishes Jesus as the source of true freedom
· Freedom obtained through developing spiritual maturity (implied by 96 occurrences of "free" in KJV)
· Intimacy with Jesus (like John had) enables deeper understanding of freedom
Overcoming Slavery to Sin
· All have sinned and been enslaved spiritually at some point
· Jesus "ripped open the gate" through his death, giving access to freedom
· We must choose to walk out of sin's prison and invite Jesus in
The Power of Words
· Our speech is a key "gate" that can entrap us in sin (Proverbs 6:2, 12:13, 18:7)
· Only God can release us from the snares of our words (Psalm 25:15, 91:3)
· Allowing God to dwell in us enables control over our speech
Filled with the Spirit
· Inviting Jesus in cleanses our "house" (being) from sin
· The Holy Spirit's indwelling prevents the enemy from returning (Luke 11:24-26)
· Acts 2 shows God "filling the house" with His Spirit, empowering believers
Next Steps
· Read Romans 6 in full for deeper understanding of freedom from sin
· Those who haven't experienced the Holy Spirit's infilling encouraged to pray for it
· Attendees to receive follow-up email with "What Does It Mean to Be Born Again?" booklet
Action Items
· Send digital copy of "What Does It Mean to Be Born Again?" booklet to Krystle, Elizabeth, Mike (emails provided in chat)  - WATCH (5 secs)
· Prepare for/lead home group meeting tonight  - WATCH (5 secs)
· Prepare for move on July 9th  - WATCH (5 secs)

