FOCUS Bible Study - July 19

VIEW RECORDING - 80 mins (No highlights)

@0:00 - Lee Anne P.
Morning, how are you? I'm good.

@0:02 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
How are you doing? Good, good.

@0:04 - Lee Anne P.
My allergies. Oh, yeah.

@0:08 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Maybe that's why I've been praying a lot for you this week. I was, you were in my prayers a lot this week.
Oh, thank you.

@0:13 - Lee Anne P.
Yeah. I just need to find out what my next move is, you know?

@0:20 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah, was thinking you were spending a lot of time with caretaking for your mother that now that she's gone, I'm sure it leaves a big gap in your schedule and in your heart and all that, you know?
So.

@0:33 - Lee Anne P.
Yeah. But you know what? I, I foresaw it, you know, the void. Um, and, um, I, I think I have a severe case of ADHD.
Like I'll start something and then I'll stop. And so, um, I didn't anticipate that.

@0:54 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah. For me, that's, that's come with more and more with age. Okay.

@0:59 - Lee Anne P.
All More and more.

@1:03 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Morning, Krystle. Thanks for joining us.

@1:06 - Krystle Petrovich
Morning. Thanks for having me.

@1:09 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Did you have a good couple of weeks?

@1:12 - Krystle Petrovich
Yeah, it's good. God's good. He's moving. Yeah, I got a new job. Oh, wow.

@1:19 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
When did that start? It's starting soon.

@1:22 - Krystle Petrovich
So I didn't want to do it. I felt led to this position. It doesn't pay a lot. And I'm like, OK, I feel like he's telling me to do it.

@1:28 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
And then they ended up paying me way more than what was listed.

@1:31 - Krystle Petrovich
Yeah. Yeah. So it's really cool. I'm just learning obedience. Right.

@1:37 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah, we all are. Right.

@1:39 - Krystle Petrovich
Yeah.

@1:40 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
How are you?

@1:41 - Krystle Petrovich
I see your braces off.

@1:43 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah. I got it off this Wednesday. Still recovering, you know, as far as like feeling 100 percent. I'm not quite there yet, but definitely feeling better and better.

@1:53 - Krystle Petrovich
That's awesome. I know God's been over my healing process, so I appreciate that. Yeah. Booklet, too. I really appreciate that as well.
I thought it was really, I just liked it. I thought it was really provocative and inspiring, and it was like a good way to even start a conversation about that.
So thank you for sending that. Yeah, I thought maybe you would enjoy that.

@2:14 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
I appreciate the comments. Thank you. And Luke, it's good to see you. It's been a while. How are you doing, my sir?
Sir? I'm doing well.

@2:24 - Luke
Good morning.

@2:25 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Good, good. see you guys.

@2:27 - Luke
Good to see you.

@2:28 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
I didn't know if your housing situation has changed yet or something, that we had been missing you, or if it was just the holidays and that kind of thing.

@2:36 - Luke
Yeah, I think last time it was a parade or something like that. My nephew was in or something like that on Saturday morning.
So, yeah.

@2:44 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Well, it's good to see you, sir. Yeah, good to be here. Looks like we got Brian coming in under cover of Jamie again.
Good morning, Brian. Good morning, Jamie, if you're there as well. well. well. Good Good Good And my usual saying here, I'm going to give it just a couple more minutes.
We're not even at 9 o'clock yet, so I am really impressed that we have this many on even just before time starts.
So that's awesome. Thank you, guys. There's Brian, smiling face. Good to see you. How are you doing today?

@3:24 - Jamie Theis
I'm doing good. How are you doing? Good, good.

@3:26 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
It's nice to have my collar off. I feel a little more freer today.

@3:30 - Jamie Theis
Oh, yeah, look at that. Yeah.

@3:33 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
How's that going?

@3:35 - Jamie Theis
Good, good.

@3:36 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
We were doing real good a little bit last night. We went to a get-together for Julie's side of the family.
A bunch of cousins were in town, and so they don't get together very often. And I ended up sitting next to a gentleman.
were talking, and he turned, and he was talking to someone else for a while, and I think he totally forgot that I was telling him about the surgery.
And he's a friendly guy. He's a super nice guy, very friendly. And he reached over, and he slid. And it jerked me, and it was like, I paid the price of that the rest of the night.
But we're doing good this morning.

@4:10 - Jamie Theis
Yeah, cool.

@4:15 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Good morning, Jennifer. Thanks for joining us. Hi, good morning.

@4:20 - Jennifer Duarte
I apologize. I'm not going to be on camera. I am still recovering from COVID, but I just wanted to be here.
And still get the word.

@4:33 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
We're glad you called in, then. Do you mind telling us where you called in from? I'm from San Antonio, Texas.
Oh, okay. Love San Antonio.

@4:42 - Jennifer Duarte
We're down there. Yeah, the Riverwalk is beautiful.

@4:44 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
We went down there and visited once. yeah, you live in the night. Well, we got a few more people jumping in yet this morning.
That's awesome. I will. As soon as everybody jumps in. You're hearing the voice of my wife. who's also not on camera.
She likes to wave her hand in front of the camera there. That's Julie. We're at 9.02. We'll just give it another minute or two.
Welcome, Mike. Thanks for joining us this morning. Hopefully you got all settled in. I think you were moving the previous weekend, right?
And just so you all know as well, we are recording each session. And if you ever have to jump out and miss part of the lesson, I always post them on my website, rickstevensonmusic or rickstevensonministries.com.
There is a FOCUS Bible Study page out there, and we post each lesson, the transcript, and the summaries. So even if you like, what did we say about, you know, such and such, you can go back and look at the transcript, or you can go try to
We'll the timing in the video. So I just want to remind you all of that. And also, while we're waiting one more minute, I want to let you know that I am going to be advertising my Biblical Financial Freedom course, hopefully started this weekend.
We'll see if the advertising company got it out there, but I'm offering a promotion. The reason I'm bringing it up is anybody who wants to take it and can complete it in 30 days, you get sent a lesson every day for 30 days.
If you can complete it in 30 days, it's actually free to you. You pay up front, but you get reimbursed afterwards if you complete it in 30 days.
There are applications to each lesson that you just have to simply submit back in to prove that you did the lesson.
And, yeah, it's a good opportunity to learn what God says about finances. Mike, go ahead. I see, you've got your collar off.

@6:55 - Michael Kane
You're doing much better, huh?

@6:56 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah, I got it off Wednesday. It was the first day that I was able to. Take it off.

@7:00 - Michael Kane
So we are doing good. Good. All right.

@7:04 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Now that everybody is here, it looks like, or at least the majority of us, I'm going to post out in the chat the scripture list.
If you give me a thumbs up, somebody, or, yeah, I see it out there, let me know. Okay, perfect.
Perfect. All right. Well, with that, let's go ahead and pray and we'll jump into it, okay? Lord Jesus, we thank you for this beautiful day.
We thank you for allowing us the opportunity to come and study your word. Lord, that you've given us the freedom and we are exercising that freedom by digging in and building a relationship with you.
We pray that, God, you would honor that desire in us and bring revelation through the discussion of your word that you would impact upon us, Lord God, what it is you want to teach us.
We all see it from different views. We all see it from different points in our lives, but, God, you can bring it to a place where it's meaningful for each one of us today.
I thank you for using me. I thank you for anointing us in Jesus' name. Amen. All right. Well, today I want to talk to you about a topic called laboring with Christ.
You'll see we don't have a whole lot of scriptures. However, that last one is going to be a big chunk we're going to get through.
So I want to talk about the idea that, you know, God has saved us, but he doesn't take us out of the world after he saved us.
He could have. He's done that in scripture. We know that with Enoch early on in Genesis, that Enoch pleased the Lord and he took him out.
He took him to be in heaven right with him right away. Okay. So we also know that in scripture in 1 Thessalonians, it says that in the twinkling of an eye, we're going to be changed and caught up in the air with him.
I mean, so he's got the ability to take us out of here. He's told us so in scripture. So the question is, why doesn't he?
Why? I would think from my point of view, hey, this guy's having trouble. He finally gets it right. Let's get him while he's got it right.
Right. Let's. Let's get him out of here while he's finally got it right and save him the hassle. But he doesn't do that.
He's got a purpose because he wants us to share our salvation with others. He wants us to share our experience with others so that they too can discover who he really is.
And so that's why I'm titling this Laboring with Christ. So let's turn to our first scripture in the book of Matthew, chapter 4, and verse 18 through 20.
And we take turns reading scripture. So I'm just going to start at the top. If you're comfortable reading, you know, just go ahead and read.
If not, just say pass. And I won't call on you any further, but because we want you to be comfortable.
We want you to feel like you can participate as much or as little as you want to. Okay, so with that, Lee Anne, you're the first on the screen.
If you don't mind reading Matthew 4, verses 18 through 20, I'd appreciate it.

@10:03 - Lee Anne P.
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, called Peter, and his brother Andrew.
They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. Come follow me, Jesus said, and I will send you out to fish for people.
At once, they left their nets and followed him.

@10:24 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Okay, thank you. To be honest with you, I had a hard time picking our starting scripture, because they're all so good.
They all would lead us into the same direction. And I settled on this scripture, because actually, the story is the first that I used in my very first preaching message that I ever preached.
So it's kind of meaningful to me, because the first message I ever preached was on fishers of men. And here, we see that really just as clear as day, right?
What were the occupations of Simon and Andrew? They were fishers, fishermen, right? And it's significant that Jesus says to them, I'm going to make you fishers of men.
He didn't say, I'm going to make you soul winners. I'm going to cause you to be disciples of mine.
Why do you think he chooses this particular phrase? Good morning, Elizabeth. Thanks for joining us. Why do you think he chooses this particular phrase, I'm make you fishers of men?

@11:29 - Lee Anne P.
Go ahead. Because he's going to, he knows, he already knows what he's going to be doing, you know, with his ministry.
And he wants, um, Simon and Andrew to learn from him and then cast a net out for other Christians to follow his ministry.
Yeah, I like what you said there, cast the net.

@12:00 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah, did even what he did in this, right? So you're right. He knows exactly what he wants to do, and he's trying to connect with them.
And just like you connected in that phrase with who they are, you said cast nets, right? Because he was connecting right where they were at.
He was being a relational God. We see that throughout Scripture. He's relational. He wants a relationship with us. So he doesn't say, come.
I mean, he does, but he doesn't first say, come to me. He's saying, look, I know where you're at.
That's the first thing Jesus says. He knows where we're at because he put on flesh to come to us.
And then he says, come to me, right? So he knew these individuals. And he tells us they are fishers of men.
So he connects right where they're at. Does that make sense? Okay. And so by doing that, he put it in.
And so if I'm talking to a rocket scientist who's way above my understanding, he's got the 50-pound head compared to me with a simple eight-pound mind, I'm not going to understand everything he's telling me unless he kind of meets me at my level, maybe dumbs it down a little bit for me, right?
So I can understand what he's talking about. That's the way God kind of works. He meets us at our level and communicates at that point.
So Jesus calls all of us like he did Simon and Andrew. He's meeting us at the place where we're at, and he's calling us to have impact where we're at.
See, by calling them fishers of men, he says, look, I know where you're at, and I'm going to take where you're at and use it to impact others.
So that's what God wants to do with each one of us. He wants to meet us where we're at, use where we're at, to influence
Influence others for his kingdom. Okay? Now, how do we, can we really see other examples of that in Scripture?
And the answer is yes. Let's go to Luke chapter 8. And while we're flipping there, Mike, you were going to say something.
Did you want to finish your thought there?

@14:16 - Michael Kane
I was just going to say what you said, basically, that they started out as fishers of fish, and he was relating to them that they were going to do something much greater and be fishers of men.

@14:27 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah, very good. Okay, now at Luke chapter 8, let's read verses 38 and 39. Krystle, do you mind reading that for us today?

@14:44 - Krystle Petrovich
Hold on one second. No problem.

@14:47 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah.

@14:51 - Krystle Petrovich
Now the man from whom the demons had departed begged him that he might be with them. But Jesus sent him away, saying, return to your own house.
And tell what great things God has done for you. And he went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him.

@15:07 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Thank you. So this is the end of the story where Jesus sailed across the lake and he had met the demoniac who was living amongst the tombs.
And he set him free. He healed him, right? He delivered him. And then there was all this commotion about the farmers who were raising the pigs and where the demons went and they ran off, etc.
So this is at the very end of that, after all of that commotion, right? I mean, if you go back and you read the whole chapter and you get to this point, you're going to see a lot of commotion going on, right?
But finally, he has a chance to talk to this individual who is finally set free. And this individual wants to go with him.
He wants to follow him. But Jesus says, no, I want you to return to your own house and tell them, basically, what God has done for you.
Now, we know there's multiple layers to the word of God. It's... I hate using the idea of an onion, but because I don't like the taste of onions by themselves, but there's layers to an onion, right?
And as you peel down those layers, you get more and more to the intensity of the flavor. Does that make sense?
And so with the word of God, we get the layers. And as we really kind of start peeling back, what is he saying on the surface?
What is he saying underneath that? What's the intensity of what he's trying to get at? And the layer we see here is this phrase that Jesus says to him, return to thy own house.
Now, many of you who've been in other studies here have understood that the word house implies what? Your physical body.
That's right, Julie, your physical body. So there's two things he's implying here. He's implying when you recognize that God has done something for you, because remember, what was in this man's house before Jesus got there?
Demons. Demons. That's right. So he was, he had negative effect. He had an evil effect in his life and God turned his perspective around.
So his number one priority, his first thing he should do is recognize what God has done for him by what?
Taking care of his own house. You catch that? You see, by God delivering him, he now had a responsibility for himself first to live right for God.
Okay. Then the next layer to that is the physical house we have in this world besides our physical body is we have family connections.
We live in a house typically, most of us that have some kind of a caretaker. When we were little, we didn't just take care of ourselves.
We couldn't feed and clothe ourselves. We may not have the best caretaker. Some of us had suffered harm through caretakers or so forth, but we had some kind of caretaker over us in a house, in an apartment, in a cardboard box, even, or in some mansion or whatever, right?
We had some place we dwelt with a caretaker. So our first caretaker is foremost ourself, but then we branch out to those who also help take care of us.
And he's not indicating whether they were good or bad, because we don't know what got this man into the condition he got in.
There were influences in life. There were decisions he made on his own, could be both, that got him to the point where he was filled with these demons.
But God met him nonetheless and took care of him. Now he has a responsibility, one, to take care of himself, and two, go back and hopefully try to reach those.
All his responsibility is to do what, though, guys?

@18:45 - Lee Anne P.
Take care of his own house.

@18:48 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
By sharing the word, right? He says, go show how great things God has done to me. In other words, he doesn't have the responsibility to go and save them.
Change them. And sometimes we misunderstand that. We may have had caretakers that took bad care of us, you know, and we want to go set them straight.
That's not our responsibility. That's God's responsibility. That's why Jesus showed up on the scene to take care of him, right?
Because he couldn't take care of himself. If you can't take care of yourself, you can't truly change anybody else.
So you've got to first take care of yourself and then just tell people what God has done for you and let God do the changing within them.
Okay. Now, I know I kind of belabored that a little bit, but I think that's an important part. We're going to see that also in John chapter four.
So let's turn there. John chapter four. And we're going to read verses 25 through 30. And Luke, when you have that, do you mind reading that for us?
John chapter four. Verses 25 through 30.

@20:10 - Luke
The woman said, I know the Messiah is coming, the one who is called Christ. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.
Then Jesus told her, I am the Messiah. Just then the disciples came back. They were shocked to find him talking to a woman, but none of them had the nerve to ask, what do you want with her?
Or why are you talking to her? The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the village telling everyone, come and see a man who told me everything I ever did.
Could he possibly be the Messiah? So the people came streaming from the village to see him. Thank you.

@20:56 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
So here, what happened before the story. is Jesus said, I've got to go into Samaria. He has a spiritual appointment, and he meets with this woman by himself at the well, and he talks with her.
And through that revelation, she realizes, wait, this is somebody important. He understands where I'm at, just like Simon and Andrew.
He's met me where I'm at. There's something significant about that. And he's talking to me about my situation, and he understands what led me to the situation, why I'm in the mess that I'm in, like the demoniac, right?
And he's addressing the issue, and she gets so overwhelmed with basically excitement and joy that he doesn't even have to tell her to go tell others.
She just is so overwhelmed with the joy and the freedom she has now experienced that she just runs and goes and tells people, right?
See, that's what God is hoping that we all get to the place where we're just excited. Excited about what God has done for us.
Sometimes it's a slow development. Sometimes it's a quick happening. Sometimes, you know, we are in such a mess and God shows up on the scene and He heals us.
He delivers us. It's so noticeable. It's so powerful that we become like this woman that just, wow, we got to share this with everybody.
But for most of us, it's a transition. It takes time. We come to God. We build a relationship. And as you know, any relationship takes a little bit of time to develop, right?
And as you develop that relationship, you start to change because of that relationship. You start to understand the value of that relationship.
And as you understand that value and you trust that person, you get to really know that person. Now you're introducing your other friends and your family to that person because now you've understand what you've experienced you want them to experience.
It's the same in either case, whether it happens that quick or whether it happens over a period of time.
The idea is you want to share what is possible. positively impacted you with others you care about. Make sense?
Okay. So let's go to 1 Timothy, way in the back of the Bible, 1 Timothy chapter 5. And let's read verse 8.
Brian, do you mind reading that, please? 1 Timothy chapter 5, verse 8.

@23:31 - Jamie Theis
But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

@23:41 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Okay, thank you. Can anybody give me what their thoughts are on that particular verse? What do you think he's trying to say to us there?

@23:50 - Luke
I find it a little confusing because in another passage where Jesus says, if you don't deny your father and mother and love me,
And you're not worthy of the kingdom. So I'd be really interested to hear what you think this means. Good, good.

@24:08 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Okay, I'm glad you're bringing that up. That will elicit some good discussion in a second. So let's put our finger on that.
And anybody else have an idea, maybe what that's saying?

@24:20 - Michael Kane
Go ahead. We all have responsibilities, and the family is given to us as a responsibility. And if you remember, when Jesus was on the cross, I think, he passed off his mother to one of the apostles.
So he still had a responsibility, and he was still doing that. Yeah, you're right.

@24:42 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah, he gave John the responsibility to take care of Mary right there at the scene of the crucifixion, because Jesus knew he was departing the world, right?
So yes.

@24:52 - Lee Anne P.
Brian?

@24:54 - Jamie Theis
Yeah, I guess it boils down to being the provider of a family.

@25:00 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
We all fight for our family, and if we don't, we don't eat. Yeah, okay. Right?

@25:07 - Jamie Theis
So you see it as the provision, the physical provision even. Right. Yeah, okay.

@25:13 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
All right, so good. So we got some different perspectives. It's a physical thing. It's perhaps a spiritual thing.

@25:19 - Jamie Theis
Let's talk about really what is he saying?

@25:21 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Because coming into my relationship with God initially, I was out of work fairly quickly after coming to God. I was out of work for about 13 months.
So I initially saw it like Brian was saying, that this was a physical thing. This is, I needed to get out and find a job and provide for my family physically, provide the money so that they could eat, etc.
Right? And again, this is the idea of the layers to Scripture. Because I believe it can mean that. It can give us that sense.
But when we peel back that layer, we see, well, is the only way we provide for our family and our loved ones physically through finances?
Thank you. So thank you. Thank What are other ways we can care for or provide for our families?

@26:06 - Lee Anne P.
Emotionally, spiritually, just sometimes, you know, we're only human. Sometimes it's just, you know, holding each other's hand and just weathering the storm.
You got it.

@26:21 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
So sometimes it's just showing up. Sometimes it's emotionally listening, hearing, you know, relating, being relatable. That's what emotions really are meant to be, right?
We relate, hey, I understand you're angry, you know, because I've been angry before. Here's how I dealt with it.
Maybe you can deal with it this way. Or I know you're sad. I know you're grieving. Hey, I've been there.
I know you, you know, I understand why you're sad, et cetera. We provide the physical things they need. You know, we provide experiences sometimes.
You know, we take them places and allow them to experience different things. So there's a lot of different ways we provide for our family and then spiritually.
And so what's one way we provide spiritually? Well, it's kind of the same way we provide anything. When we provide finances or we provide emotions or support or experiences, what is it about those things that show we're the one providing it?
Typically, it's our experience. It's coming from who we are as a person, right? We take them to experiences or places because we enjoyed it, because we think they'll enjoy it.
We share their emotions because we can connect to that emotion, because we've been hurt, because we've been in pain, because we've been happy, right?
So it's typically because we connect. Go ahead, Elizabeth.

@27:40 - Elizabeth J
Well, I just had a quick question for the verse we just read. For people who are single parents, there's a lot of single female households.
Now, I guess not everyone would be Christian, but for the ones who are. Does that mean that God gives them the, I don't know the word, the power to be the provider in their family, even though they are women?

@28:12 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yes. You know what mean? Yes, I understand what you're saying, yes. So God, we know in scripture, I think it's in Romans, God is not a respecter of persons, meaning he's going to use anybody who wants to connect with him.
He's going to flow through anyone that wants to say, yes, I'm willing, God. And so if he realizes you're the provider for your home, there's nobody else, he's going to use you to do that.
Okay? Okay, thank you.

@28:39 - Elizabeth J
Yeah.

@28:39 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
And so we provide based on who we are, right? We provide because we connect. And so spiritually, we do the same thing.
When we want to connect, we have to share our experiences. We have to share, this is what God did for me.
That's how we provide for our family. And then. In this context, when he says in verse 8 here, if you don't do that, you're denying the faith.
Because see, everyone has been given the measure of faith. We're going to talk about how that gets there. That gets there from God, so it's not up to you to put faith in somebody else.
It's there. It's up within the individual to either allow it to be developed or not. It's kind of like the seed is in the ground, and that ground has the ability to receive the water and the fertilizer if it wants it.
Or it can choose to say, be hard and let it all run off. What we have the responsibility to be is the one to offer the fertilizer, to offer the water.
And that's what our experiences of what God has done in us does for other people. So to bring this now into connection to what Luke was saying, I see your hand, Mike.
I'll be there in just a second. So to bring this in connection to what Luke was saying when Jesus said,
You know, I came to be a divider between if you don't love me more than you love your mother or your father, you're not worthy of me, meaning that you should love God so much that it gets you excited to want to share.
And if you hold back from your father or your mother, you know, that's an offense to God because he wants you to share with them, but it's not up for you to receive it.
If they choose to be the hard ground, that's going to cause the separation. That's when Jesus said, I bring a sword.
What he was saying is the word is a sword. We know that from Hebrews chapter 12. It's the word and the receiving or the denying of that word that acts like a sword that will cut and divide people, right?
Mike, go ahead.

@30:50 - Michael Kane
Yeah, that reminds me somewhere it says, you know, they were supposed to take care of their elderly parents, right?
And it's something we're getting around saying, Corbin, they're going to give it to The church, or the Pharisees, or whatever, and not take care of their parents.

@31:04 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
So they found a way to get out of what God told them to do. Yep, that's very true. And we tend to do the same thing, even on a spiritual side, when God says, I want, you know, we get a prompting in our mind and our heart, hey, go share the word with that person, or go tell, you know, your parent or your child or somebody, something about me that God has shared with you.
And you go, eh, that was just indigestion. That was just a, you know, that thought I had was like, oh no.
Or you had a dream, you know, about sharing, and you go, oh, that was just pizza I ate before going to bed.
You know, we tend to find excuses as to not do what God is asking us to do. Go ahead, Leanne.

@31:45 - Lee Anne P.
With the example of my mom, you know, I'd get out of Bible study, and she's devout Catholic. Devout Catholic.
And I'd be all filled with the word, but I would hold back because... Deanna. everybody, how many We I was afraid that my level of being a born-again Christian would sound too fanatical for her, being a devout Catholic, because Catholics are swayed away from reading the Bible and studying the Bible.
And it says, and is worse than an unbeliever. That's pretty harsh. So I'm filled with a little bit of remorse, you know, because I, you know, took it upon myself to judge, you know, what my mom was capable of handling.
And now I feel like horrible reading this passage.

@32:49 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
I understand, but I, and I can relate to that because my parents are very devout Catholic as well right now, and have been for the 30 years that I've been living for God.
So we've had, there have been times when I've had discussions with them, and I've, in my mind, done the same thing as you, Leanne.
I don't think that they would be able to receive what I know in the topic that we're trying to discuss.
So I've held back. But you have to realize Jesus did that too. When he was teaching the disciples, he said, there are many things I need to share with you or want to share with you, but I can't because you're not able to receive them.
So we shouldn't allow the enemy to beat us up about that. What we need to find is the balance, and that's hard in any area of our lives, is trying to find balance, between when God tells us, prompts us to share.
Unless he's saying specifically, share this, he's just saying share, then you have kind of the free range to share.
As long as you're obedient to the prompting to share, great. You know, that's what he's looking for. He's looking more for your obedience than he is the actual words.
We're We're We're see why in a minute. But if he says, share and share this specifically, and we don't do that, is that obedient or disobedient?
Well, it's clear, right? It's disobedient. When he says, I want you to share XYZ, and we go on and we share ABC, right?
We're trying to fulfill part of the command to share, but we didn't share XYZ, we shared ABC. Make sense?
You with me? Okay. What he wants is obedience. So most of the time, he's only saying share. It's very rare that he says, go in and share XYZ.
Okay? So what he's saying in this scripture is we have the responsibility to share. That's what he's saying. And when I prompt you to share, if you don't, how are they ever going to have faith?
They're not, right? But them having faith is not on you. That's on them. To have the faith. But when you don't share, when I asked you to share, when you're not obedient.
It's because you don't have faith. Isn't that the key as to why we aren't obedient to God? We don't believe something is going to come to pass.
We don't believe He can do what He wants to do, so we resist, right? So we need to nurture our faith so that when God says share, we are prompted to share.
And that's why I pointed out with the demoniac, for example, we need to start with our own house, build our faith.
And that's why sometimes it takes time to grow that relationship and get to that point when God, He's trying to trust us, and He understands that relationship has grown, and He trusts us, we trust Him.
Now He'll tell us to share. Go ahead, Mike.

@35:43 - Michael Kane
Yeah, it's like telling somebody about salvation, thinking you'll do it by persuasion or kindness, when the Holy Spirit has to do it, because we have no power except the preaching of the Word, right?
Right.

@35:59 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
That's exactly right. Right. Because all we have to understand is our responsibility is to be obedient when God tells us to do something.
Right. I want you to go pray with that person or he puts that person in our mind to think about, you know, that, hey, why don't you pray for this person?
You know, he's not going to give us things that we can't do. Right. He's not good. Anything he tells us, he's going to back up and support us because he realizes as I think it's Zechariah, not Zechariah.
I apologize one second. Yeah, Zechariah. I was right. Zechariah says not by power nor by might, but by my spirit, saith the Lord.
So it's, it's God who does all the work. All we have to do is be the willing channel. And when we say, yes, okay, I'll do that.
Then God takes over and flows. You see, we're, we're called to. Try our best to what I would say you call win souls for the kingdom of God.
Now, do we actually win them? Well, let's go and figure this out. Proverbs chapter 11. Proverbs chapter 11. Let's read verse 30.
Julie, would you mind reading that when you have it, please? Proverbs 11, 30? Yes, please. The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.
Okay. So God's word is saying, look, if you're trying to live for God and being righteous, that tree is going to produce fruit.
That's what trees do. Fruit trees do, right? They produce fruit. Well, you get blessed by that fruit because your life is growing and improving.
But is that fruit just meant for you? No, it's meant for others to be nurtured, supported, and allow for their growth.
So that's why it says you win its souls, but there's this key ingredient to winning souls. What is it?
It's wisdom, right? You need to be wise. So when God tells us, move to go pray for somebody, share your testimony or whatever it may be, He's understanding that He wants you to use wisdom in doing that.
So just like when He said to Simon and Andrew, I'm going to make you fishers of men, Jesus was a carpenter.
He didn't say, I'm going to make you the carpenter of men, right? I'm not going to make you be something you're not.
That's wisdom. Wisdom is using your abilities, your experiences, and staying within that framework. It's not trying to be something you're not.
So I've heard a lot of preachers, different preachers and ministers, and... And some of them are really powerful preachers and orators.
And I could try to say, wow, for me to be a minister, I got to be like that. If I try to be like that and that's not who I am, it's not going to be successful.
It's not going to produce fruit. I have to be who God made me to be. And I'm a numbers guy, for example.
So because God made me that, I share a lot with you guys about numbers, right? But that's because that's who I am and that's what I'm comfortable.
And so God uses me for that. Whatever area, place in life you are at, God can use that. But you use it in wisdom and you realize, well, I was, let's say I was an alcoholic.
I'm not going to go to the bar and witness to the people in the bar because that's not wise.
That causes me to be in a place of temptation. I'm not influencing them at that point. They're influencing me.
So wisdom wisdom Wisdom is. It's being wise to who I am as an individual and saying, you know what, I'm better off, if I meet an alcoholic on the street, sharing, hey, I was once there, this is what God did for me, versus going in.
Mike had his hand up first, and I'll come back to you, Leanne, okay? Go ahead, Mike.

@40:19 - Michael Kane
Yeah, Jesus was talking to Peter, how he would die and everything, and then he was talking about another disciple, and that the disciple would see the kingdom of God, and Peter had asked, what's going to happen to him?
And he said, what is that to you, Jesus told him? Because it's not a cookie cutter, like you say, it's whatever God gives your mission to be, we're not going to be all alike, but we have to follow what God gives us to do.

@40:47 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yes, very well said, Mike. Go ahead, Leanne. The adjective as you were describing it that came to my mind was authentic.
Yeah.

@40:57 - Lee Anne P.
You know, if I'm a pear tree, I can only... Yeah, I like that analogy.

@41:10 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
That's great. Okay. So while God is, and notice, and at least in the King James, it says, that winneth souls, and if you recall, the King James is written with those THs in the end for a reason, because it means continuously.
So God is going to continuously work with us to try to reach others. So we might feel like, well, wow, I really blew that opportunity.
I missed that one. Don't fret. Repent. Just say, God, I wasn't obedient. I'm sorry. Give me another opportunity. He will.
Or even if you feel like, okay, I was obedient to that opportunity. I tried to share, but it went nowhere.
It was like disastrous. I felt like I stumbled all over myself. My words did not come out the way I wanted them to or whatever.
That's okay. Just know he's, you did try to be obedient. God's going to honor that. He'll give you another opportunity.
He'll try to, that's how he teaches. He'll Thank As we grow in these things, right? He's not going to expect you to be perfect right off the bat, you know?
I can remember the first time I felt really impressed to share my testimony with somebody. I felt this feeling of being really scared and this tingly, you know, sensation all over me because I was so worked up about it, you know?
And then when it actually, I was like, okay, I'm going to try. It wasn't so bad after all. I had worked it up so much in my mind, you know?
And I think we do that. But if you can just take a breath and realize, okay, God, my job is simply just to be obedient.
I'll do what I'm supposed to do. And then the rest is in your hands. It makes life so much easier.
Let's go to 1 Corinthians. Chapter 9.

@42:48 - Lee Anne P.
1 Corinthians chapter 9.

@42:50 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Let's read verses 16 through 22. And Jennifer, do you mind reading today?

@42:58 - Jennifer Duarte
Sure. Okay.

@42:59 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Okay. Thank Okay.

@43:00 - Jennifer Duarte
16 through 22. Yes, please. For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast since I am compelled to preach.
Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel. If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward. If not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me.
What then is my reward? Just this, that in preaching the gospel, I may offer it free of charge. And so not make full use of my rights as a preacher of the gospel.
Though I am free and belonging to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone to win as many as possible.
To the Jews, I become like a Jew to win the Jews. To those under the law, I become like one under the law.
Though I myself am not under the law, so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law, I become...
I one not having the law, though I am not free from the God's law, but I'm under Christ's law.
So as to win those not having the law, to the weak I became weak to win the weak. I have become all things to all people, so that by all possible means I might save some.

@44:22 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Okay, thank you. Appreciate that. So we see here, we use this phrase as preaching the gospel. Let's just say sharing your testimony, if you will, right?
Because the gospel is what affects us. The gospel is like God's word that has gotten into us and it's changed us.
So our testimony, when we share a testimony, we can't help but share the gospel as well. This is what God did for me, right?
That's typically the way we will phrase things, right? That God did this for me or God healed me or, you know, this is the experience I had with God.
Those kinds of things, which will lead us into the gospel. What I mean by that is you can read, I think it's in Acts chapter 8 when Philip goes and he meets up with this guy who's riding his chariot and he's reading Isaiah and Philip says to him, hey, do you understand what you're reading?
And he says, no, how can I, right? And it says then Philip got in the chariot and he preached Jesus unto him.
Here he's talking about Isaiah, reading the book of Isaiah, but yet Philip got to Jesus through Isaiah. Isaiah. That's kind of what I'm trying to say is like our lives.
If we say, if we just simply share our testimony to people, eventually we'll get to Jesus with them. We'll get to the gospel.
Okay. So this passions of scripture isn't just for preachers, ministers who stand up in a pulpit sharing the word of God.
Okay. This is meant for everybody. When we share our testimony, we are preaching the gospel. Does this make sense?
Okay. Okay. So if we share our testimony, if we're obedient to God, when he says share. and witness to others, then what happens?
We get a reward. Wow, that's pretty cool. And we can tie that in with Hebrews 11, verse 6. He that cometh to God must believe that he is, and he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him, right?
So there's reward in living for and obeying God. Now, that reward can take a variety of forms. I'll describe that in a second.
Go ahead, Mike.

@46:29 - Michael Kane
Doesn't it say in Revelation they were saved by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony?

@46:36 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah, you're getting a little ahead of me, but yes, that's awesome.

@46:39 - Michael Kane
They did not love their lives to the end.

@46:41 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Right, exactly. Yes, you're getting a little ahead of me, but yes, thank you for sharing that. So there's reward, and what could that reward be?
Well, who knows? I mean, we're not told specifically. Is that a physical thing? Like we talked about providing for one's family, you know, is that finances?
Is that... Physical health, is that some kind of spiritual interaction? Physical health, is that opportunity? Could a job open up, right?
Could it be things in heaven? Because we're told, I believe it's in Matthew, not to store up things on earth, but treasures in heaven.
So those rewards could be given to us even in heaven versus on earth. So there's multiple ways that those rewards can be realized.
But what's the key here, a couple of takeaways is when we do it obediently, we do it from a willing heart that says, God, want to please you.
I want to be obedient. So when you tell me to share, I'll share, right? Then that reward comes freely.
But if we begrudgingly share, we realize, okay, God, you did this for me. And I realize that person needs God.
I don't like that person. But because you're telling me to share, I'm going to go and do it. I'm doing it begrudgingly.
There is no reward in that.

@47:54 - Lee Anne P.
There's no reward for us.

@47:56 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
And understand there's probably no reward for that person. Because when you do something begrudgingly, like I think Leanne kind of pointed this out with the word authentic, they realize that you're coming at them from a place of non-authenticity.
But if you have genuine joy, because you know what you're going to share could transform that person's life, even though you don't have a good relationship with that person, that means if you have that understanding that God could change their life, that means your relationship actually could improve.
So why wouldn't you share? Right? So, yeah, go ahead, Leanne. Not that important.

@48:35 - Lee Anne P.
I am a perfect example. I was at an AA meeting, and there's a woman that I don't particularly care for.
She's bossy. She's, you know, so-so-so. You know, but that's my expectation of the people, and that's my problem. And she had a total meltdown because of something somebody said, and this was on a Sunday, and nobody was listening to anything.
She's right. And they said to her, and I said, you know what, why don't you come to the father's house with me?
I'm going to, you know, serve it. And she said yes, to my surprise. And she loved it. And I was like, oh, I can't believe she said yes.
But, you know, that was, you know, the net that I was, because I really, even though I don't like her, I felt bad that she was in such, you know, angst, you know, self-inflicted angst.

@49:34 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah, yeah. But, but you got to see firsthand, you know, that when you are obedient, and you gave the invitation, you know, you never know, it's not up to you.
But when she responded positively, that's awesome. So in back in the scripture, if we, if we do it in obedience, and willingly, we get that reward.
If we don't, we try to do it begrudgingly. God is kind of pleased that at least we did it, you know, because God can do above and beyond.
He could still reach. That person, because, you know, we put some water, we put some fertilizer on that seed, he'll take care of the growth, but the key is we should really try to do it willingly, whether we like the person or not, right?
But if Paul talks about this dispensation or a handling of the gospel, because that word dispensation means like stewardship.
We've been given stewardship over what God has done in our lives. That word stewardship means like a manager, right?
Just like with the demoniac, when he healed that demoniac and he sent him free, that demoniac wanted to follow him, but he said, you know, you got to go home, you got to go share what people have done with you, what God has done for you, because there's this stewardship, there's this managing.
We have to manage our testimony, we have to manage our story and be able to tell it fairly easily, right?
So there's nothing wrong with you going in your closet, for example, and saying. nothing wrong you. Okay, if I was to tell my testimony, how would I say it?
Try to make it concise, right? Think about all that God has done for you. Write it down, maybe. Write it down if you're not comfortable saying it out loud.
Write it down, read it over, you know? Get to the place where you can manage your testimony, okay? That's what stewardship is about.
So, let's go to Luke chapter 16. Luke chapter 16. Let's read verses 1 and 2. Elizabeth, do you mind reading that for us, please?

@51:36 - Elizabeth J
Okay. Jesus told his disciples, there was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. So, he called him in and asked him, what is this I hear about you?
Give an account of your management because you cannot be manager any longer.

@51:58 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah. I mean... When we understand stewardship and we understand this parable, this man was doing a bad job, basically, and God says to him, now, of course, this is a story, this is a parable, this is not something that is actual, right?
We are meant to get something out of it that helps us transform, and the idea is we are to be wise stewards, wise managers.
If we constantly say no to God about sharing our testimony, is he going to continue to call on us to share with somebody?
At some point, he's going to say, okay, sorry, I'm not going to use you then. I've given you opportunity after opportunity after opportunity, and you basically have walked away from it.
I'm going to have to use somebody else. Now, God is very generous, and he's very patient, so how many times he gives us, I don't know, we can't put a number on that, right?
But the idea is if you really want to be used of God, if you really want to see people change, then you've got to be part of the changing agent, right?
You've got to be willing to say, okay, God, I'm scared, I'm nervous, but I'm willing. to be willing. So
speak through me, right? To go ahead and use me. And this is where I was going to bring up what Mike said out of Revelation, and they overcame him by the blood of the lamb and that connection and the word of their testimony.
See, Jesus did his part, the blood of the lamb, he died on Calvary, but it takes us also sharing the word of God, what God did in our lives, to affect the world.
And what is the world? Well, the world is what we live in. It's those people around you. The world to you is not the people in Japan if you're living in California, because your world, I mean, you know of them, but your personal world is those you live near, those you work with, those you interact with.
That's your world. And God wants you to impact your world. If you start impacting your world, he may take you to Japan and affect some people over there.
He may give you influence over that, but you start with the influence that is in and closest around you.
You with me, everybody? Okay, let's go to Jeremiah. I don't think we're going to get through all of this lesson as I had hoped, but we'll get most of it.
I want to get through the next two scriptures. Let's go to Elyse Jeremiah 16, verses 14 through 18, and I think I'm back up to Leanne, if you don't mind reading that, please.
Jeremiah 16, verses 14 through 18.

@54:49 - Lee Anne P.
And I will restore them to the land. I gave their ancestors, but now I will send for many fishermen, declares the Lord, and they will catch them.
After that, I will send many hunters, and they will hunt them down on every mountain and hill from the crevices of the rock.
318, please. Okay. My eyes are on all their ways. They are not hidden from me. Nor is their sin concealed from my eyes.
I will repay them double for their wickedness and their sin, because they have defiled my land with the lifeless forms of their vile images, and I have filled my inheritance with their detestable idols.
Okay.

@55:48 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Thank you for reading that. So are most of you scratching your head going, what has that got to do with what we're talking about today?
Right? Okay. I get it. I get it. it. get it. I get get The we're reading this is because there's two thoughts here.
We realize that God brought the Israelites, that is, out of Egypt, right, into the promised land. That's what Jeremiah starts talking about.
You have to realize the Israelites were slaves in Egypt. They were being controlled by the world, by the enemy.
But God brought them out, right, into a promised land, into a better place. God does that for all of us, doesn't he?
We were in sin, and he reaches for us. He brings us out of that place of sin into a better place, a place where he is taking care of us.
He's now become our care provider. He's teaching us. He's showing us, right? But then he gave them a responsibility once they were in the promised land to reach the world.
How were they supposed to do that? They were to be a kingdom of priests. They were supposed to take what they had known about God and share it with others.
That's what priests do. They minister to others to bring them into. We understand that Jesus called Simon and Andrew fishers of men, and we see that any time God uses that analogy also, not just because they were fishers to reach them where they're at, but He's also telling us we are all, we all have the responsibility to share as fishers, but that time is not going to be forever.
However, God is not, He is going to switch from us sharing the word to judgmental period. So in other words, this is a period of grace when we share our word, and you see that in Jeremiah because He says, first, I'm going to send fishers, those who share the testimony, those who are reaching people for me, who are bringing them into the kingdom.
But at some point, He's going to switch from using fishers to hunters. Hunters slay, they kill. slay, they they they they See you
When you draw a fish out of the water, you can put him in a different water, and he lives, right?
You can take him from the murky lake or river, right, that's been polluted. You can take that fish out, and you can put him in fresh water, if he's a freshwater fish, right?
And you can put him in clean water, and he can survive, and he has a better life. That's what we are meant to do as sharers of our testimony, as sharers of God's word.
We are fishers at this point, but at some point, hunters are going to be called upon. Hunters slay, they kill their prey, right?
And at some point, God is going to judge. He's going to say, nope, enough sharing, we are now judging.
And that's why it ties into the whole revelation idea of when God brings people out of this world who are following him through the rapture, and they will come back.
He says he comes riding on a white horse with ten thousands of his saints after him to judge this world.
Those will be the hunters that will be slaying all the evil, right? So we have a limited time, and that's why I'm bringing this scripture up to point out we have a limited time.
How much time is left? We don't know. But we need to work while the time is there, right? We are called upon God to act while we have the time to act.
And that's why I want to lead into John chapter 4. Let's go there. John chapter 4, verses 35 through 38.
Krystal, do you mind reading that for us, please?

@59:39 - Krystle Petrovich
I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have not done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.
Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony. He told me everything I ever did.

@1:00:04 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Do you mind reading chapter 4, verses 35 through 38?

@1:00:09 - Krystle Petrovich
Yeah, sorry. That's all right.

@1:00:11 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Thank you. Yeah, we must have needed it.

@1:00:14 - Krystle Petrovich
Yeah. Thank you, Lord. Okay. Don't you have a saying? It's still four months until harvest. I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields.
They are ripe for harvest. Even now, the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together.
Thus the saying, one sows and another reaps, is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for.
Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.

@1:00:44 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Okay, there we go. Thank you. I appreciate that. So, I was just saying, there's an importance to work while there's time to work, and that's what Jesus is saying here.
He's saying, don't put... Don't it off. That's his opening line, basically. Don't put it off. Don't say there are yet four months.
Well, I found that interesting because most crops don't get ripe in four months. It takes a lot longer, typically.
So why did, I mean, God could have chosen any number. You know, don't wait a month. Don't wait a while.
Don't wait eight months. You know, he could have chosen any number. Why does he choose four? It's because we understand what the number four represents.
Four represents the world. We are to share the gospel to the world, to our world, as I was saying.
Four represents the world. So don't look at your world, in other words, and say, oh, I've got time, right?
There's not enough time in this physical life because time escapes us, right? That's the one lie the enemy will try to lay on us is that you have as much time, you know, don't worry about doing it today.
You can do it tomorrow. That's a lie from the pit of hell. Well, God is a God of now.
When he tells you, hey, I'd like you to share this. The time to be obedient is not. Now, right?
Unless he tells you specifically a timing. Hey, want you to share this next week when you meet with so-and-so.
Okay, then share it next week when you meet with so-and-so. But, you know, God is a God of now.
He wants us to respond. And he says, and then cometh the harvest? Well, the harvest is the kingdom of God.
The judgment is coming. When harvest comes, when those hunters come, as we read in Jeremiah, it'll be too late.
We have to act now. Now, when he says lift up your eyes, to lift up means we must be looking down.
To lift up means this action of looking up, right? So if you're not already looking up, the only other place you're looking is down.
And what is down? Well, that probably means your navel. Your navel is down. You're gazing either at yourself, you're a navel gazer, so focused on yourself, or you don't believe, you don't have enough faith because you're looking at your feet, you're looking at the ground, right?
The ground is the lowest place you can get at this point, right? So either you're down and depressed, you don't...
Don't God or you're too focused on yourself is basically what he's saying. So don't focus on yourself. Don't be depressed because I am lifting you up, God says.
I am giving you the ability. I will work through you. And that word field represents space between two places.
It's the space between earth and heaven, right? When you look up at the field, you're looking out between the space.
If you ever look on the horizon, right, there's this line on the horizon between the sky and the land.
That space is the spiritual space, right? God is asking you to move in that space to share your word.
Go ahead, Jennifer.

@1:03:41 - Jennifer Duarte
How did you interpret the number four, meaning the world?

@1:03:47 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah, we see example over, example over, I'm sorry, I'm stumbling over my words. Example and example or time and time again in scripture.
For example, in Revelation, it talks about the angel standing at the four corners of the world. That's one example.
So you look at the different examples of four used in scripture, and you'll see that implies the world worldwide or humanity.
Okay. Okay.

@1:04:15 - Jennifer Duarte
Thank you. I was curious about that. Yeah, you're welcome.

@1:04:19 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
So he also, in this phrase, in this passage, he uses the color white. White represents the ripening of grain or purity, right?
There are those who are ready to receive God's word. We look at them as being like, well, they're not pure.
They're in sin. They're living in sin. But God sees them differently. He sees them after what he's already done for them.
And if you will tell them your story, he is going to get them to the place where they are living for him.
So he sees them already pure, right? Because he knows the effect that you're sharing your testimony will have on them.
We can't look through our eyes. We can't be focused on ourselves. We can't trust in this world. We have to trust in God.
Go ahead, Mike.

@1:05:10 - Michael Kane
Yeah, people that are not quite Christians or new Christians, you can tear them down pretty good by just focusing on their sin and their shortcomings, and that's what Satan does.
He accuses and tries to get you to lose hope and trust and faith in God.

@1:05:25 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Mm-hmm. That's very true. One other thing I want to point out in the Scripture, and then we'll wrap it up because we're just after the hour here.
Notice, Jesus says, I send you to reap. And prior to that, He was saying, one soweth, another reapeth. And He says, but I send you to reap.
So are we sent to sow? No. We have a particular action to reap. So what is sown? What's the action of sowing?
Anybody?

@1:06:02 - Michael Kane
Telling the word of God, the gospel. Yes and no.

@1:06:07 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
I'm going to clarify. We need to clarify that just a bit. To sow, we know the seed is what's planted in the earth.
That's what sowing is, right? In terms of farming. Have a seed, you put it in the ground. That action is sown.
So the seed, we know from another parable that Jesus shared, the seed is the word of God. And who puts the word of God in somebody's heart?
It's God. It's not us. Okay? Jesus in that other parable talked about the ground and the different types of ground.
And that's why I use the analogy I used earlier about how we can affect our ground. We can either receive it or not, right?
We can either pull the weeds out, right? Because we know the things that are getting in the way of our lives and we can pull those weeds out and we can be ground that is ready to receive God's word, right?
But we are then not the... One who puts the seed there. Scripture also says to every man is given the measure of faith.
So we can equate the word and faith as things that God gives. We have nothing to do with that.
We don't give it. God gives those things. Now we have the responsibility to reap. Well, you can't reap the seed once it's in the ground immediately, right?
There has to be some point of transition from planting that seed to reaping. And what is that transition? It has to grow, right?
And it's got to reach maturity. Well, that word reapeth is really meaning like we have that responsibility between the time the seed is planted to the time it's actually harvested.
Because he doesn't say go and harvest, does he? He says we are to be reapers. And what that means is we are to simply water and fertilize.
That's what's happening between the time the seed is planted and the time it's harvested. We are to water and fertilize.
That's what the action of reaping is. So how do we water? How do we fertilize? We simply share our testimony.
We simply obey when God says, go pray for that person. Go minister to that person. We obey. That's applying our water, our fertilizer to that person so that the seed that God put in them comes to realization and can be then harvested, right?
Because right now we're fishers. That's what we read in Jeremiah. We're fishers. We're not at the point of hunting.
We will not be harvesting yet until God says, enough, right? When he says, I'm done, I've given this world the opportunities it has, and now judgment is going to come.
Then he will transition us from fishers to hunters. Okay? So that's an important key I hope we walk away with.
We didn't get into Matthew. So I'm going to ask that you look at. that as homework. It's a big, big chunk of Scripture, Matthew 9.
And realize when Scripture was written, it wasn't written with chapter numbers and verses. And that's why you have to start at Matthew 9, verse 32, and read all the way through Matthew 10, verse 42.
Because by doing that, you're going to see the connection. How at the beginning, he was ministering, and they said he has devils in them.
And how he then later says, as he's telling people, you've got to go out and share the word. And how he says, they called me filled with the devil, right?
He makes that connection to what's in chapter 9 versus what he's saying in chapter 10. So you need all of that to read all of that, please.
And what I hope you'll walk away with out of that, is that God has given us this charge to share our testimony.
And He has given us... His word, he planted that in us through other people that shared in our lives.
It came to some kind of place of fruition. We wouldn't be sitting here today if we didn't have some place of fruition that says, I want to know more about God, right?
I want this relationship to grow. So people fertilized and watered the word that was planted in us. And now because of that, we have the responsibility to go and do the same.
It's that simple, okay? So I'll end there. I'll ask any questions, thoughts, comments? How has this impacted you today?
Yeah, Leanne. I'm very impacted.

@1:10:39 - Lee Anne P.
Wow. I have a friend who's having trouble with her daughter-in-law. And she said, you know, I have a gun and I'm going to use it.
She, you know, I mean, and it reminds me of a Bible lesson that I had. Earlier this week. week.
... That I should have said, the woman's not evil. You know, she's being deceived by Satan. So you need to, you know, so I need to have what I learned in a previous Bible lesson.
I need to call her and plant that seed and fertilize it so that she is not frothing at the mouth and thinking that this woman is evil, you know.

@1:11:31 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah, sometimes it's very specific like that, Leanne, where you can like step in somebody's dire circumstances and have an impact.
And sometimes it's very simple, like inviting other people to this Bible study, right? It can just be simply, hey, I've been going to this Bible study.
I'm getting something out of it. Would you like to join it? Here's how. There's two, there's wide extremes of how we can water and nurture and fertilize things.
But let God. Don't worry, I'm not.

@1:12:00 - Lee Anne P.
I'm not presenting a homicide. She would never.

@1:12:02 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
She wouldn't do that. Okay. Well, yeah. All right.

@1:12:05 - Lee Anne P.
I'm not being, you know, that grandiose. she would never do that.

@1:12:09 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
But I am trying to say that there, you know, sometimes we think it's such a dramatic thing. Sometimes it's a very easy thing and it could be somewhere in between, right?
That's what I'm trying to say. It could be as simple as inviting people, like I said, to this Bible study or stepping into somebody's circumstances and saying, hey, let me pray for you.
You know, I know you're going through a rough time right now and I don't want you to harm yourself or harm anybody else.
Let me pray. You know, whatever. Anybody else? Yeah.

@1:12:33 - Michael Kane
I remember Paul said one plant, another water, but God gives the increase.

@1:12:38 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
So we all have a part in someone's salvation, even though we're saved by the preaching of the word and the Holy Spirit causing us to be born again, right?
Yep. Yep. Very good. Anybody else? else? Anybody else? Anybody Anybody else? Go ahead and take prayer requests because I always like to make sure that I pray.
Julie, go ahead. During Bible study, I got a phone call. My girlfriend who had lower back surgery on Tuesday and just went home on Wednesday evening, wait, no, Thursday evening, had to go back to the ER last night because she had a fever of over 104 and she's having severe pain.
They think it's just a virus on top of recovering from surgery, so she still has this very high fever and severe pain that she can't walk, so she could really use a touch from God.
Definitely. Her name is Susan, by the way. Susan. Okay. Any other prayer requests?

@1:13:43 - Michael Kane
Yeah.

@1:13:44 - Luke
Go ahead.

@1:13:45 - Michael Kane
Go ahead, Luke.

@1:13:48 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Luke, go ahead.

@1:13:50 - Luke
Do you want to go first, Mike?

@1:13:52 - Michael Kane
I can. Do you want to Mike? Don't And my albumin creatinine ratio is so high, they expect me to have a heart attack probably.
It doesn't look good. So if you'll pray for me, I appreciate it. I'm way up there as far as kidney problems, but the ratio is way off the charts.
It's like a thousand off the charts. So it doesn't really look good. Okay.

@1:14:25 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Well, we will put that at the top of the list right now. Anybody else prayer request? Luke, go ahead.

@1:14:33 - Luke
Yeah, I work for a very secular organization, and I'm trying to be discerning when to share and how to share.
So more prayer for that, please.

@1:14:48 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Yeah, certainly. Anybody else?

@1:14:54 - Jennifer Duarte
I would like a prayer for continued healing for myself. And Yeah. Yeah, Also for my mother that is now showing symptoms, and I feel terrible for exposing her when I didn't know that I had COVID.

@1:15:09 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
So just for healing for her as well. Yeah, for sure. Do you mind sharing her first name?

@1:15:16 - Jennifer Duarte
Leti. Leti?

@1:15:18 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Mm-hmm.

@1:15:19 - Jennifer Duarte
Okay.

@1:15:21 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Anybody else? I think it's hard for me to monitor the chats while I'm here. Prayer for Strategy and Housing for Krystle, okay?
Anybody else? All right, let's go ahead and pray. Lord Jesus, right now we lift up Mike. God, you know what needs to be done to reduce those albumin levels.
We rebuke the enemy from trying to bring fear into his life. should ask that you would take care of his heart, take care of his kidneys.
God, he needs a miracle. needs a touch right now, Lord. Jesus. And Lord, you can dispatch angels as quick as lightning.
Lord, we ask it, because you said, ask and we shall receive. We ask it right now, Lord God, that he would receive that healing touch, that he would feel your touch even right now, Lord God, that he'd feel the warmth of the Holy Spirit just addressing the issue, coursing through his blood, Lord God, to reduce those harmful chemicals and just set the regulations of those chemicals at the proper levels for healing and restoring the damage done to his kidneys, for protecting and strengthening his heart.
We plead the blood of Jesus over him right now. And God, we also lift up this Susan to you, Jesus.
God, she needs you to touch her and remove the virus from her or the bacteria, whatever is causing this fever.
We ask God that you would heal her and reduce the pain, help her to recover quickly, God. She's in your hands.
We just pray, God, that you take good care of her, rebuke the enemy from attacking her and trying to bring depression and oppression over her.
God, she will. She will get better. She will live for you. That's what we're asking, God. And we thank you for sending her warrior angels, God, to fight on her behalf.
God, we lift up Jennifer. God, we ask that you touch her body. We ask that you touch her immune system, touch her throat and her sinuses, God, and remove this virus from her, Lord Jesus.
Jesus, you're able to capture it, Lord God, and remove it from her body right now, that she would feel a refreshing wave over her, even right now, that the miracle would occur as we are praying, Lord Jesus, that her faith would rise up.
God, that you would touch her mother, Lethe, Lord God, that Lethe would be encouraged and healed and protected as well.
God, we plead the precious blood of Jesus over them, Lord. You're able to heal. You're able to cure, Lord God.
And we thank you for being the same yesterday, today, and forever. We thank you, God. We thank you for touching Luke, giving him wisdom and discernment in the place of work, Lord God.
And sometimes being that example means just living it, Lord God. Help him to live it, Lord. It may not always be in work.
But, Lord God, when it is words, give him wisdom. Give him direction, the right opportunities, the sensitivity that is needed, Lord.
We thank you for using him, God. We lift up Krystle, Lord, and we ask that you take care of her housing situation, that you give her the proper strategies, that you clear her mind of all distraction, Lord God, and you give her wisdom and guidance and speak to her your plan, Lord God, for you have a purpose for everything, Lord God.
Help her to hear from you. Give her wisdom and discernment, we pray. I pray for all my friends here today, Lord, that they would feel your touch, that they would follow your leading, that you would inspire them to share when it's right with the right person, right opportunities, God, and that they would do it willingly so that they experience your reward.
I ask that you watch over them, keep them safe until we meet again, Lord God, and just bless them, bless them abundantly in Jesus' name.
Amen. Amen.

@1:18:51 - Jennifer Duarte
Well, thank you, everyone, for joining us.

@1:18:53 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
We appreciate it. And think about inviting somebody for next time, okay? Sometimes it's usual.

@1:19:00 - Lee Anne P.
What's that?

@1:19:01 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Awesome, as usual.

@1:19:02 - Lee Anne P.
Thank you.

@1:19:03 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Thank you. Sometimes, just keep in mind, it takes about seven invites before somebody actually responds. So don't be discouraged when inviting someone, okay?

@1:19:11 - Lee Anne P.
Not four, seven.

@1:19:13 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Not the world.

@1:19:15 - Lee Anne P.
Heaven, right? Heaven and earth, right?

@1:19:19 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
That's right.

@1:19:19 - Elizabeth J
847.

@1:19:22 - Krystle Petrovich
God bless you all.

@1:19:24 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
We love you.

@1:19:24 - Krystle Petrovich
Thank you.

@1:19:25 - Elizabeth J
Bye-bye.

@1:19:26 - Rick Stephenson (wisdomwell.guru)
Bye.-bye.

