FOCUS Bible Study - July 19

VIEW RECORDING - 80 mins (No highlights)
Meeting Purpose
To study and discuss the biblical concept of "Laboring with Christ" and its practical application in sharing one's faith.
Key Takeaways
· God calls believers to share their testimony and faith experiences with others
· Sharing should be done willingly and authentically, not begrudgingly
· There's a limited time to share before judgment comes; urgency is important
· Our role is to "water and fertilize" the seed of faith God plants in others
Topics
The Call to Be "Fishers of Men"
· Jesus met people where they were, using relatable analogies (e.g., fishermen)
· We're called to impact our immediate "world" (those around us) for Christ
· Sharing should be authentic and aligned with our experiences and personality
Responsibility to Share Our Testimony
· God doesn't immediately remove believers from the world after salvation
· We have a duty to share what God has done in our lives with others
· Sharing should start with "our own house" - ourselves and close connections
Rewards for Obedient Sharing
· Willing, obedient sharing leads to rewards (could be earthly or heavenly)
· Begrudging sharing doesn't yield rewards and is less effective
· We're called to be good stewards of our testimony and experiences
Urgency in Sharing
· There's a limited time for "fishing" (sharing) before judgment comes
· We shouldn't delay or assume we have more time to share
· God wants us to act now when prompted to share
Our Role as "Reapers"
· God plants the seed of faith; our job is to "water and fertilize"
· We do this by sharing our testimony and obeying God's prompts
· It's not our responsibility to "harvest" (force conversion), but to nurture
Next Steps
· Read Matthew 9:32 through Matthew 10:42 as homework
· Consider inviting others to join the Bible study
· Be attentive to opportunities to share your faith authentically
· Pray for discernment in when and how to share in various settings
· Remember it may take multiple invitations before someone responds positively

